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Tale heed therefore unto your ſelves, and to 
all the Flock, over the which the Holy 
Ghoſt hath made you Overſeers, to feed the 

Church of God, which he hath purchaſed 
with his own Blood. | 


1 0: Paul, the great and good Biſhop of the 


Gentiles, zealous to promote the Honour 
of God, and the Happineſs of Man, is 
now upon his return to Jeruſalem from 
having travelled over many Cities of Aſia, in 
which he had preached and plinted the great 
Doctrines of Repentance towards God, and 
Faith towards our * Jeſus Chriſt. - 
| | | 8 
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2 A SERMON preach'd 

He was ſollicitous, F it were poſſible to 
be in Jeruſalem at the Day of Pentecoſt, v. 16. 
and therefore he had determined to ſail by 
Epheſus, and not to call there, left he ſhould 
be hindred in his Voyage. 

But being come to Miletus, he could not 
be ſatisfied that he was fully diſcharging his 
own Duty, unleſs he took all Opportunities & 
remindinꝑ others of theirs. 

And therefore, ſince he cou'd not go to 
Epheſis himſelf, he ſent for the Elders of that 
Church to come to him; and they being aſ- 
ſembled before him, he made unto them a very 
pious and pathetick Diſcourſe, out of which J 
have taken the Words of my Text. 

Having affected their Hearts, ſo as to draw 
Tears from their Eyes, he took his laſt Fare- 
wel, aſſuring them that they wou'd ſee his Face 
no more. 

That he might, before his Departure, ef- 
fectually engage 2 to practiſe their reſpective 
Duties, he acquainted them how conſtantly and 
conſcientiouſly he had always diſcharged hzs, 
and how ready and reſolute he was to continue 
and perſevere in ſo doing. 

Te know, ſaid he, from the firſt Day that 

I came into Aſia, after what manner I have 
been with you at all Seaſons. 
19. Serving the Lord with all Humility of 
Mind; and with many Tears, and 7. . 
rions which befet me 9. the lying in wait 
of the Jews : ; 
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20. Andhow ] have kept back nothing that 
was profitable unto you, but have ſhewed you, 
and have taught you publickly, and from 
Houſe to Houſe. 

21. Teſtifying both to the Fews, and alſo 
ro the Greeks, Repentance towards God, and 
Faith towards our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

And as I have hitherto done, ſo I continue 
to do; For now behold JI go bound in the 
Spirit unto Feruſalem, not knowing the things 
which ſhall befall me there ; ſave that 25 
Holy Ghoſt witueſſeth in every City, ſaying, 
that Bonds and Afflictions wait for me. But 
none of” theſe things move me, neither count 
T my Life dear unto my ſelf; ſo that I may 
finiſh my Courſe with Joy, and the Miniſtry 
which I have received of the Lord Je ſus, 
to teſtify the Goſpel of the Grace of God. 

26. And now behold I bear witneſs unto 

you, that ] am pure from the Blood of all Men. 

27. For I have not ſhunned to declare unto 

you all the Counſel of God. 


28. Take heed therefoze unto your ſelves, 
and to all the Flock, over the which the Holp 
Ohoſt hath made you Overſeers, to feed the 
Church of God, which he has purchaſed with 
his ownt Blood. N | 

Which Words are a Charge from St. Paul, 
to the * Biſhops and Elders of Epheſus, and 

. B 2 there- 
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2 genaus ſays, that the Aſſembly of Miletus was compos'd of 
Biſhops and Presbyters, that were of Epheſus, and the neigh- 
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4 ASERMONpreachd 

therefore proper to 1 615 our Thoughts, at 
this Seaſon, as naturally ſuggeſting to us theſe 
following Conſiderations. 


I. The Divine Appointment of Church Go- 
vernours, Enns] here ſtiled Over- 
ſeers ; Over the which the Holy Ghoſt 


hath made you Overſeers. 
III. The great Duty incumbent on all Church 


Governours, g. to take heed unto them- 
ſelves, and to all the Flock, that ſo they 
may. feed the Church of God. 


III. I ſhall enforce a conſcientious Diſcharge 
of this Duty from this Conſideration, be- 
cauſe the Church of God is purcha 2 
with his own Blood. 


IV. I ſhall draw ſome few n and 
Inferences from the whole and ſo con- 


clude. 


I/ The Divine Appointment of Church 
Governours, expreſſed in theſe Words, Over 
the which the Holy Ghoſt hath made you Over- 
ſeers. 

And indeed what words can be more expreſ- 


five, more fignificant, more ſatisfactory? Do 
they 


* 


bouring Cities of Aſia; Iren. Lib. 3. c. 14. In Miletd convotatis 
Epiſcoprs er Pregbyreris, 2 erant ab Epheſo C a reliquis proximiz 
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in Lambeth Chapel. 5 
they not ſufficiently intimate, that Church Go- 
vernours, or Overſeers, are called and appointed 
to their Office by the Holy Ghoſt ? 

And thus indeed the whole Chriſtian Church 
thought and taught for ſeveral Ages, till the 
Pride, and Paſſions, and Indiſcretions of ſome ; 
and the Prejudice, and Ignorance of others, in- 
clined People to think and ſay otherwiſe. 

And now this Affair being the Subject of 
ſome Doubt and Diſpute, I ſhall endeavour to fix 
it upon the ſame Foundation on which Chriſt, 


and his good Apoſtles placed it, and left it. 
Me are to obſerve then, that the Chriſtian - 
Church is built, and faſhion'd as near as it cou'd 


be, to the Model of the J7ewiſh; and there- 
fore we oftentimes find in the Epiſtles of St. Paul 
and others, a Parallel between the Mo/azck, 
and the Chriſtian, Inſtitution, and the Titles 
of the Officers, and Miniſters of the one, 


transferr'd to thoſe of the * other. 
Thus 


1 


* Thus St. Clement calls the Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons, by 
the Names of High Prieſt, Prieſt, and Levite ; the Chief Prieſt, 
ſays he, has his proper Services ; and to the Prieſts their proper Place is 
—_— ; and to the Levites appertain their proper M 22 ; and 
the Layman is confined within the Bounds of what is commanded to 
Laymen, 5 ; 

Let every one of you, Brethren, bleſs God in his proper Station, 
with a good Conſcience, and with all Gravity, not tranſgreſſing the 
Rule which is preſcribed for his Miniſtration. To wagy:pa 2 
Ag]upyicu Sebuevau ci Kat mis lepeò o ING 6 WTO o- 
Jar), Y Lag I Jaxovies 6HxewJars © MI A 
g Acix91s ae yams . | | | 
' *Bxgcos vue, GS ty Td id% mlly wan Lyaerem Oed, 
y d a. N cunts Vardgy ov, wh maperCaivar T werruhuvoy © 
AerTegHa; euiTargyore oy bn Clem. Epiſt. ad * p. 96. 
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Thus the Author of the Epiſtle to the He- 
brews exhorts the Jewiſh Converts to look 
upon Jeſus the Son of God, as their Great 
High Prieſt ; Heb. iv. 14. 

And ſo Fr. Clement of Rome, next to the 
Holy Apoſtles the moſt ancient and primitive 
Biſhop and Writer, in his pious and judicious 
Epiſtle to the Corznthians, in one place calls 
our bleſſed Saviour our High Prieſt, and 
Protector; and in another, the High Prieſt 
of all our Offerings; and fo he is called by 
other 2 ancient Writers. 

Ft. Peter calls him the Shepherd and Biſhop 
F our Souls, 1 Pet. ii. 25. And indeed, till 
after his Reſurrection and Aſcenſion, he was 
pleas'd viſibly to act as Head, and Shepherd of 
the Church, Zph. i. xxii. v. 23. Col. i. 18. as 
Chief Biſhop, and Great High Prieſt, ap- 
pointed to his Office by his heavenly Father; 
for he did not take this Honour unto himſelf, 
but was called of God, as was Aaron, Heb. v. 4. 
As Aaron receiv'd a Divine Commiſſion, ſo did 
Chriſt : As Aaron did not preſume to take 
upon him the Holy Office, till he was conſe- 
crated and appointed by God, Exod. xxvili. 1, 

. 


Sciamus Traditiones Apoſtolicas, ſumtas de Veteri Teſtamento; 
ques Aaron, & filij ejus, atq; Levitæ in templo fuerint ; hoc 
ibi Epiſcopi, Presbyteri, & Diaconi vindicent in Eccleſia, 
Hieron. Epiſt. ad Evagr, Fo 

Tü apyrpios % mers. Clem. Epiſt. ad Cor, p.-134. Seff, 
Ivii. So. 1687. Toy do epic 72 egg pal ij ub, P: 84. Setf, 
xxxvi. 8 | | 
2 As Polycarp, Ep. ad Philip, Sect. xii. and fo Ignatius alſo calls 


him High Prieſt, 9 c fs, Eb. ad Philadelph, p. 44. 40. 1646, 
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xxx. 30. ſo neither did Chriſt; for he did not 
preach the Goſpel, Mark i. 14. until he had 
been baptized, and auuointed with the Holy 
Ghoſt, Acts x. 38. 

Being thus conſecrated the Shepherd, and 
Biſhop of the new Covenant, he entered upon 
his Office zz a Galzlee, and then after the Bap- 
tiſm which 7ohn preached, As x. 37. he 
began to pubhſh the great Doctrines of the 
Goſpel, 

He then proceeded to call, and to b inſtruct, 
and to give Commiſſion to the XII, and after 
them he appointed other LXX ; and when he 
had finiſhed the great Work of Man's Salva- 
tion, and was about to return to his Father 
who ſent him, He went up to Mount Oliver, 
Mat. xxvili. 16. As i. 12. and there conſe- 
crated the Apoſtles after this Form; Peace be 
unto you ; as my Father hath ſent me, even 
ſo ſend I you; recerve ye the Holy Ghoſt, 
John xx. 21, 22. 5 

We may therefore conclude that by this 
latter Commiſſion, celebrated with much Cere- 
mony, the Holy Apoſtles were promoted to a 

greater 


Mat. iv. 12, 17. Mark 1. | xviii. 1.---4. Mark vi. 7. — 13. 
14, 15. Luke iv. 14. | viii. 27, — ik. 1.--- 13. Luk. vi. 

'b, Mat. v. 13; c. x. 42.20. 49. ix. 1. - 6. 18. 26. 
XVi, 13, Cc. 28. xvii. 1.13. John vi. 67. 


— _ — 


In thoſe two particular Numbers doubtleſs he alluded to the 
XII Tribes of 1/rae! ; and to the LXX who were appointed for 
the Eaſe and Aſſiſtance of Moſes, Numb. xi. 16. Quid in Moyſe . 
niſi ſummum ſacerdotium, quid in ſeptuaginta viris niſi Presbyteros 
accipimus ? Regino, de Eccleſ. Diſc. p. 31. 80, Par. 1671, | 
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oreater Dignity, and a more extenſive Duty 
than e e their former Commiſſion they 
were authorized to preach the Goſpel; by this 
they were empowered not only to preach it 
themſelves, but to ordain others to preach it 
alſo, and ſo to become, under Chriſt, chief 
Shepherds, and Biſhops of his Church and 
Flock. 

The Apoſtles thus conſecrated, received the 
like Commiſſion of Chriſt, as Chriſt had re- 
ceived of his Father; 1 as God ſent him, even 
ſoſent hea them; As my Father ſent me, even 
fo ſend I you. 

Which words imply thus much; As God 
© ſent me to collect and feed his Flock, and 
< to appoint other Shepherds to watch over 
it after my Return; ſo do I ſend you; and 
© do you take care to ſend others to ſucceed 
* you: They who hear your Preaching, and 
are converted by it, are my Diſciples as much 

BS EO © as 
John xvii. 18. See John xv. 9. | 


1 
* 


Ladd 


* "Or 475A net evnyen auony v 75 Kueis Inod Neis 2 
Inos 6 Xersvs v Tu Oe EZenmiugay © Rewrs zy Sad 5% Ons 
xy ol D Xo 78 Neis, 2 ον’,, uv dutirica ci EN 
SN nHν N Sed. The Apoſtles preached unto us, being ſent by 
Jeſus Chriſt. But Jeſus Chriſt was ſent by God, Chriſt there- 
fore was ſent by God, the Apoſtles by Chriſt. So that they both 
were ſent in due order, according to the Will of God. St. Cle- 
ment ad Corinth. 1 Ep. XLII. 

Jeſus Chriſt, our inſeparable Life, is the Mind of the Fa- 
ther, as the Biſhops appointed even unto the utmoſt Bounds 
of the Earth, are the Mind of Jeſus Chriſt. Kai 3d Inode Xercrs 
7d har nud Sm * n YIOUn, ws x) o Sdν,EG8a 
"T 1 ed erov\es ey Ind Ker) vu How, iſt, 
ad Epheſios. p. 19. 40. Amſt. 1646. . * 
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aas if they heard me, John xviii. 20. And 
they who do deſpiſe you, do the ſame as if I' was 
upon Earth, and they deſpiſed me. And they 
* who deſpiſe me, ſpeaking by you, deſpiſe not 
only me, who thus ſend you, but Him who 
© ſent me, Luke x. 16. John xiv. 10. and 
« who ſpealeth by me, Heb. i. 2. The like 
Powers which God gave me to collect a 
Church, I give von, that ſy you may tranſmit 
them to others, to all ſucceeding Genera- 
« tions; for /p am with you always, ' even 
* unto the end of the World, Matt. xxviii. 20. 
And thus the Apoſtles underſtood their Com- 
miſſion; for as Chriſt choſe them and the LXX, 
ſo after his Aſcenſion they proceeded to ap- 
point ſeven Deacons, Acts vi. 3. and t or- 
dain 2 Elders, Acts xiv. 23. Acts xv. 4. 
Titus i. 5, 7. James v. 14. and * other Officers, 
1 Tim. 
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Hinc manifeſtiſſimè apparet voluiſſe Chriſtum ut Apo- 
ſtoli alijs, illi rurſum alijs viris fidelibus, & ad docendum alis 
aptis, 2 Tim. ii. 2. munus illud magiſterij commendarent. Nam 
cum promiſſio hæc ad conſummationem ſeculi ſe extendat, Apo- 
ſtoli autem tam diu victnri non eſſent, omnino hic Chriſtus 
in Apoſtolorum Perſona cenſendus eſt etiam Succeſſores ejus 
muneris compellaſſe. Grotius, in Mat. xxviii. 20. p. 290. b. 
Lond. 1679. 

2 The Apoſtles went preaching through Countries and Cities, 
proving | having proved] by the Spirit, the firſt Fruits of their Con- 
verſions, they appointed ont of them Biſhops and Deacons | 7. e. 
Prieſts, or Presbyters, and Deacons]. Ot dt — x7! Aeg 
27 W leis nnpUayor]es, xg. Fire Tas dmpyas ανν]] ͥf ; - 
r ds Gnokimes x, Maxis F 
uehorlov axe. Clem. 1 Ep. xlii, One of theſe firſt Fruits 
was Epenetus, og ig dmc d be. Rom. xvi. 5. And the 
Houſe of Stephanas was alſo the firſt Fruits of Achaia; they 
doubtleſs were admitted into Holy Orders by St. Paul; for he 
lays 


10 ASERMONpreach'd 
1 Tim. iii. 1, 8, 12, 13. Phil. i. 1. in every 
City, and Church : By which there was a Di- 
ſtinction and Subordination, as in the Time of 
Chriſt, their great Biſhop and Maſter ; which 
Diſtinction and Subordination they took care 
to tranſmit to others, that ſo it might be faith- 
fully continued always even unto the end of 
the World. | 
And this I take to be the plain, true, and 
genuine account of this matter. 
We may then obſerve, 5 
I/, That from the Apoſtles Time there 
have been theſe Orders of Miniſters in Chriſt's 
Church, Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons. 
24ly, That there is, a Subordination of 
them. | 
34ly, That Submiſſion is due unto them, 
And, EO | 
4thly, That all of them are regularly called 
and appointed to their reſpective Offices; none 
of them can make themſelves Overſeers, but 
muſt 


1 


ſays that they had addicted themſelves #7eZay £ay]ss had or- 
dained themſelves, i. e. were ordained to the Miniſtry of the 
Saints. And therefore he requires the People to be ſubject to 
them, and to all ſuch as helped with him, and laboured, 
1 Cor, Xvi. 1, 16. | 

' *Os Siva —— xaTeuou! Tis eyepnuives, x; fle rug 
S ννꝭ¾s‚ dj. 3m, d x0ipanim, iaditorſa freer 
 edoruparuirn avdees, The Adſepyiav A, The Apoſtles ap- 
pointed Perſons mentioned before; and afterwards gave Direction, 
that when they ſhou'd fall aſleep, other Men, who were well ap- 
prov'd of, ſhould ſucceed in their Miniſtry, And this Care 
St. Clement ſays they took, becauſe Ol amogzaot nav EY1@004V 
Std 58 xwels nh Inos Xetss, 6s beis LS, n d avoualC f 
eonon. Clement. 1 Epiſt. xliy. | 
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muſt be placed in their different Orders, by 
the good Spirit of God. n 

What Notions ſoever others may have, we 
doubt not but that all theſe Truths may be 
evidently proved from the expreſs Doctrines of 
the Holy Apoſtles, or from the genuine Writ- 
ings of their Succeſſors conſenting thereunto. 

But this wou'd be an employment on this 
Occaſion both tedious and needleſs; ſince thoſe 
who are for us, may be already ſatisfied z and 
thoſe who are againſt us, may conſult larger 
Treatiſes. 

T ſhall therefore only obſerve, 

I//, That Chriſt choſe a determinate Num- 
ber XII, That thoſe Twelve were to preach, 
and to teach, to diſciple, and baptize; to con- 
firm, to ordain, to reprove, to cenſure, to com- 
mend, to promote, to punyh, to counſel, and 
to command as the Neceſſity of Places and Per- 
{ons required, 

All which Offices the Apoſtles never exer- 
ciſed in their full Extent, till Chriſt was aſcend- 
ed up into Heaven, and till they were anointed 
and conſecrated by the Deſcent of the Holy 
Ghoſt, 

2dly, That their Commiſſion was unlimited 
with reſpect to Time, or Place, or Perſons ; 
they were empowered to diſcharge all Acts of 
C2 Diſ⸗ 


„or zige 2 v u d iaν,, £8 di avipanrer xet- 
THX Thy Jrexoviay, Thu eig ] v dvinuoar, üs x3! xeva- 
oZiav, d end 348 males N woes Ine Xew5s, St, Ignat, 

Ep. ad Phil, p. 39. 40, Amſt. 1646, | 
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Diſcipline and Doctrine to the whole World, 


to preach to every Creature, and convert all 
Nations, Mat. Xxvili. 19. 
za, Tho? they were ſuperior to other 


Church. Officers, to Preſbyters and Deacons, 


yet They were Equals among themſelves; They 
were all ſent alike by our Lord, as He was by 
his Father. 

. The Kings of the Gentiles exerciſe . 
ſhip. vey hall not be ſo, Mat. xx. 25, 26, 
27. Luke xxii. 24, 25, 26. The Scribes and 
the Phariſees love the uppermoſt Rooms, 
and chief Seats, aud to be called Rabbi : 
But be not ye called Rabbi, for one it your 
Maſter, and all Je are Brethren, Mat. XXIII. 
6. — 12. 

Words 1 to check all ambitious 
Thoughts, and ta convince us, that Chriſt in- 
tended to have All his Apoſtles upon the ſame 
Level, All intruſted with the fame Powers 
and Privileges, a no ane ſet above the reſt, no 
Juriſcliction to one which was not common to 
all; no Chriſt's Vicar, no Prince of the Apo- 


ſtles, no Sovereignty peculiar to Peter. | 
But indeed no one ever thought that there 


was, till it became the ſecular Intereſt and Ad- 
vantage of the Court of Rome to have it ſo, 


when wicked Men were got into Power, and 


had learn'd the Art of making Gain of Godli- 


neſs, then they took all Arts and Stratagems, 
all 


4 A. xviii. 3 Mark Ix, * 35 36, Luke Ix, 46, 
„. 1 425 — 45, 


all Methods of Force and Fraud to make the 
Biſhop of Rome the pretended Vicar of Chriſt, 


an Uſurper over the whole Flock and Church 


of Chriſt, And what they cou'd not ſupport 
by Proofs from Scripture, they were reſolved 
to ſecure by the Power of the Sword. Hence 
came all the Schemes, of barbarous Inquiſitions, 
and unjuſt Anathema's, of Fire and Faggot; all 
the bloody Engines of Spiritual Tyranny, and 
Popiſh Cruelty. 

But we Proteſtants have not ſo learned Chriſt ; 
we know that the good Shepherd came, not to 
hurt, but to help; not to kill, and 20 deſtroy 


Mens lives, but to ſeek, and to ſave them, 


Luke ix. 56. to collect together the ſcatter'd 
Sheep, and to feed the Flock and Church of 
God. | 
And this brings me to conſider, 
 Udly, The great Duty of Qverſeers, vi g. to 
feed the Church of God. 
Io give them their ſpiritual Food, as neceſ- 
ſary for the Support and Suftenance of their 
Souls, as other Food is for the Preſervation of 
their Bodies. | 
And if a faithful and good Shepherd takes 
Care to feed his Flock in good Paſture, to ſecure 
them from the Wolf by Day, and the Thief 
by Night : How much more ought the Shep- 
herd of Mens Souls to watch over them 2 How 
much is a Man better than a Sheep ? Mat. xii. 
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14 A SERMONpreachd 

Let Biſhops or Overſeers then take heed unto 
themſelves, and to their Flock, for Care as 
well as Charity muſt begin at home; let them 
take heed unto themſebves ; he that is wiſe, is 
wiſe for himſelf ; and it is not to be expected, 
that They who are not wiſe for themſelves, 
ſhou'd be ſo for others. 

He who is not ſtudious of his Own Salva- 
tion, can hardly be thought to be truly ſolli- 
citous for that of Others. 

Overſeers then are firſt to obſerve their 
Own Lives and Behaviour, and then to inſpe& 
Others. | 

They are to take Care that they diſcharge 
their Duty, as it relates to feeding and govern- 
ing the Flock, as it relates to preaching to them, 
and preſiding over them. 3 

I/% They muſt feed the Flock; they muſt 
preach to the Church of God ; and in order to 
this, they muſt try their Doctrines by the 
Touch-Stone of Truth, the Holy Scriptures : 
For Biſhops or Overſeers, how lawfully ſoever 
they may be called, have no more Liberty to 
preach what Doctrines they will, than they 
have Licence to lead what Lives they pleaſe 
ſuch a Liberty was not granted by St. Paul to 
the Overſeers of Epheſus, in the firſt and 
pureſt Ages of the Church ; not allowed by 
our Saviour even to the Holy Apoſtles ; for he 
confin d their Commiſſion, and authoriz'd them 
to teach their Hearers thoſe things which he 
had commanded them, Mat. ult. ult. 1 
| An 
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And therefore ſuch a Liberty muſt not be 
uſurped by any in our Days, but Biſhops or 
Overſeers muſt learn from the Holy Scriptures 
what Doctrines they are to deliver; and if they 
preſume to teach any other Doctrine than what 
is contained in thoſe Sacred Volumes, it is of 
go force, and ought not to be regarded by the 

eople. | 

Nay, F an Angel from Heaven ſhould 
preach any other Goſpel unto us than what 
we have already received, let him be ac- 
curſed, Gal. i. 8, 9. And if any Man ſhall 
add unto this Goſpel, or take away any thing 
from it, God will add unto him all the 
Plagues that are written in it, and take 
away from him his Part of the Book of Life, 
and of the Holy City, and of all thoſe graci- 
ons Promiſes which are recorded in the Go- 
ſpelt, Rev. ult. 18, 19. 

The Holy Scriptures then contain Their Com- 
miſſion, and they muſt not go beyond it; in 
them is diſcovered the whole Will, and all the 
Counſel of God, Acts xx. 20, 27, 35; this 
is the Path in which they are'to walk diligent- 
ly and directly, without turning or leaning to 
the right hand, or to the left, Joſ. i. 7. 

What great Reaſon then have They above all 
Men, to apply themſelves ſeriouſly to the Study 
of the Holy Scriptures, to have them always 
in their Hands, and before their Eyes, to medi- 
tate in them Day and Night, Joſ. i. 8. con- 
ſtantly to have recourſe to thoſe ive. Os 
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16 A SERMON prearh'd 
which are alone able to make them proſperous 
and ſucceſsful, Jol. 1.8. and truly w/e and 


uſeful, unto Salvation. 
For thoſe good Biſhoys or Overſeers who 


preach the Goſpel of Peace in its primitive 


Plainneſs and Purity, are great in the 18 
dom of Heaven here, and ſhall be great in the 


Kingdom of Heaven hereafter, Mat. v. 19. 


Since theſe things are ſo, what ſhall we ſay 
of Thoſe Biſhops or Overſeers of the Church 
of Rome, who eat the Milk of the Flock, 
x Cor. 1x. 7. and yet are fo far from feeding 
the Flock, that they take away the Food from 
them. Unnatural Fathers! and Brutiſh Pa- 
ftors! Jer. x. 21. When the Children and the 
Flock ask for Bread, they give them a Stone ; 
they ſhut up the Words of eternal Life from 
them, and open to them large Volumes of Le- 
gends and Lyes. : pe 5 
How will they hereafter anſwer this at the 
great and terrible Day of the Lord, when they 
muſt all of them, how proud, or how power- 
ful ſoever they now are, bow down their Heads 
to Chriſt, the great Biſhop, and give an exact 
account to him, how they have liv'd, and how 
they have labourd ; how they have preach'd, 
how they have pray'd among the People ; how 
they have water'd, and how they have fed, the 
Flock of Chriſt ? 
But to proceed: 
II. The Duty of Church Governours or 
Overſeers, ſecondly, is to take care in govern- 
| ing 
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ing the Flock, in preſiding over them, in the 
due Exerciſe of all the different Branches of 
Church Diſcipline. . 
And herein alſo their Duty is very large, 
and very laborious, dangerous in the Under- 
taking, difficult in the Execution. 
Is them is committed the Care of all the 
Churches 2 Cor. xj. 28. in their reſpective 
Dioceſes, and therefore they muſt take Care of 
them. 

IJ. They muſt not only feed and collect 
together the Flock, and ſee that they be ad- 
mitted, by Baptiſm the only true Door, into 
the Fold; but they muſt guard them from all 
Hirelings, and falſe Teachers; muſt watch 
cover them, and warn them; ſome of their 
Flock muſt be cheriſh'd for hating Decervers, 
others muſt be check'd if they receive for Do- 
ctriues the Commandments of Men. 

II. Their Duty is to remind their Flock 
of their Baptiſmal Vow, and then to confirm 
them inthe Faith by The Laying on of Hands. 

A very ſolemn Act, of great Uſe and Im- 
portance, by our wiſe Overſeers, reformed from 
the filly and ſuperſtitious Cuſtoms and Ceremo- 
nies of the Church of Rome, and reſtor'd to its 
primitive Purity and Plainneſs. 


—— 
N 
* . — 


Onus Angelicis Humeris formidandum. Car. Bona pr Vit. 
Chr. Sect. 43. Who is ſufficient for theſe things ? 2 Cor. ij, 16. 
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18 ASERMON preath'd 
An Apoſtolical Power and Privilege, like 


that of Ordination, never anciently admini- 


ſter d by any but the firſt and ſuperior Officers, 
of the Church. The Apoſtles did not pre- 
ſume to take this Office unto them, till after 
the Aſcenſion of our Saviour, and their Con- 
ſecration; then it was that hey laid their 
Hands on thoſe. who bad been baprized, 7 
Acts vill, 16, 17. But, 

III. It is their Duty to admoniſh thoſe =" 
depart from the Chriſtian Faith, or Chriſtian 
Life; and unlefs they repent, to exclude them 
Church Communion, to exerciſe that ſpiritual 
Rod which St. Paul "WR DEE threatned to make 
uſe of, 2 Cor. x. 6, 8.,--- X11. 4, IO. 1 Cor. iv. 
21. and ſometimes did make uſe of, 1 Cor. v. 5. 
1 Tim. i. 20. which he, with the reſt of the 
Apoſtles, put into the Hands of his Succeſſors, 
175 Chriſt himſelf gave to St. Peter, Mat. xvi, 
19. and thereby to the reſt of the Apoſtles, 
John xx. 23. to correct the erring Sheep, that 
ſo by open Penance and Puniſhment in this 
World, they may be brought to ſuch a Senſe 
of their Duty, as that their Souls may be 
1 in the 2 * the Lord. 53 

1 „ May 
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258 H Neregy (udo 722 70 vow owl. . ng Mer 
vis *AmguAgts. Jidelay, Theoph. in Loc. p. 94. fo. Par. 163 5. 
Mat. XV1. 19. 

In Beato Petro a Eccleſiæ omnes Sacerdotes accepimus. 
Bernard. 8 Kaas n Var, 5 
See Origen. in Mat. xvi. | F 

* When * firſt publiſhed his Errors, St. 13 207- 
£7 12 2350 


| in Lambeth Chapel, 15 
May this uſeful Branch of Church Diſcipline 
be thoroughly reformed, and regulated, and 
then may no Biſho ever fear to make a prudent 
and proper Adminiſtration of it. 
IV. But the moſt important Duty of Over- 
ſeers is to obſerve the Sober and the Seri- 
ous, the Grave and the Good, to take notice of 
thoſe who diligently employ their Time in the 
Study of the Holy Scriptures, and to lay their 
Hands on ſuch only, and then to ſeparate, and 
appoint, and promote them, and them only, to 
the Work of the Miniſtry : In this Caſe may 
they diſregard all ſecular Intereſt, and private 
Advantage; all Sollicitations, and conſider only 
the Salvation of themſelves, and of their. 
1 Flock. | | f 
For when once idle, and ignorant, and vici- 
ous Men are got into the Church, it will be no 
eaſy matter to prevent the bad Influence of their 
ill Examples, 8 „ 
A s this is their great Duty, ſo is it one of 
their chief Privileges, an Honour not given to 
the inferiour Miniſters; for when Chriſt was 
pleas'd to form the Chriſtian Church, and vi- 
tibly to preſide over it himſelf, he alone called 
J * 


der'd that his Biſhop did not at once ſilence him; Miror Sanctum 
Epiſcopum, in cujus Parochia efle Presbyter dicitur, acquieſcere 
furori ejus : & non virga Apoſtolica, virgaque ferrea confringere. 
vas inutile, & tradere in interitum carnis, ut ſpiritus ſalvus fiat. 
St. Hieron, Ep. ad Riparium. fo. 40. b. Tom. 2. Par. 1546. In 
this place St. Jerome alludes doubtleſs to Rev. ii. 27. | 

3 See the fixteenth Chapter of the zd Book of St. Chryſoſtom de 
Sacerdotio, a | 
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20 AS ERMO N preachd 

and conſecrated the ſubordinate Officers; and 
after his Aſcenſion, tho' the People were per- 
mitted to chooſe the ſeven Deacons, yet the 
Apoſtles laid their Hands on them, and ap- 
pointed them to their proper —_ ny vi. 36. 


and no one preſum'd to take this Power of or- 
daining Deacons or Elders, but only the Apo- 
ſtles, and thoſe whom they had promoted to 
thisDignity, Acls xiii. 23. xiv. 23. 1 Tim. ii. 7. 
J 

Even St. Jerome himſelf, how much ſoever 
he was once out of Humour with Biſhops, and 
ſtudious to exalt himſelf and his Brother Preſ- 
byters, yet always allow'd that Biſhops only 
had Power to 1 ordain. x 
To conclude this Head, in both reſpects, the 
Duty: of Biſhops or Overſeers is, like the Sun 
in the Firmament, to give Light and Warmth: 
to all their Flock; to be ſhining 2 Examples of 
Virtue, Knowledge, Temperance, Patience, 
Godlineſi, Brotherly Kinaneſs, and Charity, 
2 Pet. i. 5, 6. to be remarkable for the 3 Firm- 
neſs 


—_ 7 
. 
—_ 


Hieron Ep. 85. ad Evag. Quid facit, excepti ordinatione, Epil: 
copus, quod Presbyter non faciat. fo. 109. a. Tom. 2. Par. 1546. 
See Chryſoſt. Hom. in 1 Tim. iij. 8. & Canon Apoſt. i. p. 1. fo. 
Oxon. 1672. TIS: 
* Efiphanius Haret, 75. p. 906, &c. fo. Par. 1622. i 
Cum omnes omnino diſciplinam tenere oportet, multò 
magis prepoſitos curate hoc fas eſt, qui exemplum & documen · 
tum cæteris de converſatione & moribus fuis præbeant. Cy- 


priani, Ep. 62. F. 2. p. 169. fo. 1593. & Ep. iv. p. 38. 1682. 


O Timothy, keep that whith was committed to thy truſt. 


Held faſt the Form of ſound Words, 1 Tim. vi. 20. Commit it to 
Fhirhful Men, who ſtall be able to teach others alſo, 2 Tim. ii. 2. 
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neſs of their Faith, and its Fyuitfulneſ in ali 
good Works, Coloſ. 1. 10. for their Plety atid 

rudence, for their Gravity and Sincerity, 
Tit. ii. 7. 2 Cor. xi. 17. and godly Simpli- 
city, 2 Cor. 1. 12. for the Humility of their 
Minds, As xx. 19. and the Purity of their 
Manners; for their Mercy and Goodneſs, to 
the Souls and Bodies of all their Flock; for 
the Conduct of their Lives, and their Courage 
to lay them down for the Goſpel. 1 
Io reſemble the Perfections of the Holy A- 
poſtles, to be bJameleſ$, not ſthf-willed, not ſbon 
angry, not | to W inc, no Strihers, not given 
to filthy Lucre, but Lovers of Hoſpitality, 
Lovers of good Men, ſober, juſt, holy; free 
from all vain Talk, and Deceit, Titus i. 8, 
9, 10. mortified to the World, contented with 
ill Treatment, poor in Spirit, and proud of no- 
thing, but being thought worthy to receive 
Shame and Sufferings for the Name of Jeſus, 
Ace v. 41. 25 
To imitate the great Biſhop, and chief Shep- 
herd of our Souls, who daily went about do. 
ing good, to ſearch diligently for the loſt Sheep, 
and to bring them ſafe to his Father's Fold, to 
bind up the Wounds of theBruiſed, Pſ.clxvii. 3. 
to give Sight to the Blind, Luk. iv. 18. 70 
give Light to them that ſit in Darkneſ3, and 
fo guide their Feet in the Way of Peace, 
Luk. i. 79. to comfort the broken and the con- 
trite 


* Antiftitem Dei puriorem c#teris eſſe oportet, Aug. Queſt, 
Vet & Nov. Teft. c. 127. iy, Tom. p. 478. fo, 1674. Ry 
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22 A SE RM ON preach d EO 
trite Heart, to ſtrengthen the Feeble, to Fewrue 
the Spirit of the humble, II. lvii. 15. to deli- 
ver the Captives, to hear all their Deſires, to 
heal all their ſpiritual Diſeaſes; to inſtruct 
them when ignorant, to direct them when 
doubtful, to perſuade them to repent, and to 
preach to them the glad Tidings of Salva- 
tion. ; „ | 
Let them imitate him in the Mildneſs, and 
Meekneſs, and Gentleneſs of their Govern- 
ment, and be as He was holy, harmleſs, unde- 
filed, ſeparate from Sinners, Heb. vii. 26. 
prudently reſiſting all Temptations, and pa- 
riently receiving all Troubles, Rom. xii. 12. 
Let them, as He did, - retire frequently from 
the World, and fervently beg the Divine Aſ- 
ſiſtance, thereby diſcovering their great Confi- 
dence in God, and their great diſtruſt of them- 
ſelves. "> OE 
Theſe are the Duties of Biſhops, and there 
are {till other Duties: | | 8 
But Our Biſhops, God be praiſed, know their 
Duty, and do it; they are the firm Support of 
our Reformation, of our Church, of our State; 
burning and ſhining Lights to the preſent Age, 
and to future ones, wiſe and good a Stewards; 
faithful Shepherds, Paſtors after God's own 
Heart, Jer. iii. 15. ſtudying the Holy Scri- 
ptures themſelves, expounding them to the 
People, in their Lives, and in their Labours, 
7 daily 


c 
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Mat. XXIV, 45. Tul. xii. 42. 1 Cor. iv. 1, 2. Tit, i. 7, 
1 Pet. iv. 10. r i : * | : 3 
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daily ſetting: forth the Glory of God, feeding 
the Flock of Chriſt, and forwarding the Sal- 
% oo noni ns 

Inſomuch that when we are ſpeaking of 
their Duty, we are in effect thanking and 
praiſing them for doing it. Bu, 
III. According to my Method, I am to en- 
force a conſcientious Diſcharge of their Duty 
from this Conſideration, becauſe the Church of 
God is purchaſed. with his own Blood. 

And indeed, what Argument can be more. 
prevalent, what Words more perſuaſive, be- 
cauſe it is purchaſed with his own Blood? 
For fo cloſe and intimate is the Connexion 
and Union of the two Natures in Chriſt, that 
what may ſtrictly and moſt properly belong 
only to the one, is frequently applied to the: 
—_— 7 | 2: 3 
It is here called the Blood of God, though 
by it is only meant the Blood and Sufferings of 
Chriſt. 1 ; 
Since then it is the precious Blood of Chriſt, 

1 Pet; i. 18, 19, by which we are redeemed, 
Eph. i. 7. Col. i. 14. Rev. v. 9. and delivered 
from the Power of Darkneſs, and tranſlated 
into the Kingdom of God's well beloved Son; 
Col. i. 13. Since the great Shepherd of the 
Sheep, Heb. X111. 20. was contented to lay 
down his Life for the Flock, which Flock we 
are, may no Biſhop or Overſeer, how eminent 
ſoever, - think. any Labours too great, or any 
Sufferings too many, to preſerve and continue 
5 a t11s 
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this Flock, in Peace, in Piety, in Unity, in 
Uniformity.” 

May Biſhops, or Overſeers, frequently con- 
ſider that all we like Sheep had gone aſtray, 
If. Iii. 6. and were appointed as Sheep unto the 
Slaughter; and that we are brought back, by 
the Biſhop and Shepherd of our Souls, who 
to fave our Lives laid down his; to ſpare our 
Bloed, ſhed his own. : | 

May they therefore always meditate upon a 
crucified God and Saviour, expiring in the 
Pangs and Agonies of Death, that we might 
eſcape the Pains of eternal Death; dying in 

Torments, that we might eſcape everlaſting 
Torments. : 
How aſtoniſhing is this Act of Grace! How 
admirable and adorable is this Inſtance of God's 
Kindneſs and Condeſcention to Man! O the 
Length, and Breadth, and Depth, and Height 
of the Love of God, Eph. ili. 19. which 
paſſeth all Knowledge, tranſcends all Vnder- 
ffanaimg, exceeds all Bounds, higher than the 
Heavens; the Meaſure thereof is longer 
than the Earth, and broader than the Je, 
Job xi. 8. | 

May Biſhops or Overſeers always meditate 
upon this, and conſider with themſelves who 
they are, and by whom made Biſhops, or Over- 
feers, 

May they conſider that they are placed in a 
Station nearer to God than other Men, made 
chief Stewards, 1 Cor. iv. 1. of Chriſt the 


great 
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great Biſnop, who is in Heaven, and appointed 
to miniſter in his Stead upon Earth, 2 Cor. v. 
| 
That they are more eſpecially intruſted with 
the Conduct of Men in the way of Salvation; 
and that as much is committed to them, more 
will be required of them. | 

May they therefore ny always medi- 
tate upon the Doctrine of the Croſs, may they 
ſet their. ſuffering Lord always before their 
Face, may his Body bruiſed and broken be ever 
in their Sight. And ſince God has given ſuch 
evident Inſtances of his Love to us, may Biſhops 
and Overſeers in a more particular manner take 
heed unto themſelues that they love God, 
Joſ. xxiii. 11. May they love him above all 
things, and then they cannot fail to feed his 
Lambs and his Sheep, Fohrn xxi. 15, 16, 17. 
fully and faithfully to diſcharge all their Duty. 

For Love is the moſt powerful Paſſion, and 
moſt prevailing Principle in Man ; it removes 
all Difficulties, or ſurmounts them; it makes 
ſtraight the crooked Paths, and ſmooths the 
rugged Ways of Duty; it makes the moſt un- 
comfortable Yoke of Chriſt eaſy, and the hea- 
vieſt Burden light. 

When divine Love has engaged our Aﬀe- 
. ions, it makes us diſdain all things in this 

World, as vain and vulgar, and ſpurs us on to 
the beſt and choiceſt Good, ea 

It diſcovers itſelf not by any Agitation or 
Diforder, but is an Affection calm, and ſerious, 
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and ſedate, and ſevere, and yet active, and 
exrnelt, and eager 5 always doing, and always 
thinking, that it can never do enough. 

It prompts us to deſire God as much as we 
can, and to wiſh that we cou'd defire him as 
much as we ought : It inclines us to do all the 
good Offices we can to our Neighbour, and 
reaches us, for God's ſake, to love him as our 
ſelves. 
The Love of God is the firſt and great Com- 
mandment, Mat. xxii. 38. Mark xli. 30. and 
contains in it, and manifeſts itſelf by keeping 
all the reſt, Jh. xiv. 21. and thereby it caſteth 
out all Fear, 1 Joh. iv. 18. and ſo becomes 
the Perfection of Pleaſure, and the Fulneſs of 
Delight. 

When this Divine Affection 15 s ſbed abroad 
in our Hearts by the Holy Ghoſt, Rom. v. 5, 
it ſo fires us with an ardent "Zeal and an impa- 
tient Defire, to do our utmoſt for God, that 
neither Tribulation, nor Diſtreſs, nor Per- 
fecution, nor Famine, nor Nakedneſs, nor 
Peril, nor the Sword, ſhall ever be able to 
ſeparate us from the diligent and faithful diſ- 
charge of all our Duty. | 

The Love of God is the Fruit of the Spirit 
of God, Gal. v. 22. it is a filial Affection be- 
gotten and born of God, who is Love; it is 
the firſt and faireſt of all his Graces, . continu- 
ally preſſing forwards ; ſo that no Temptation 
can divert it, no Threatning deter it, no Labour 


tire it, no Favour divert i it, no Fear diſcourage 
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it; but it will be ever mounting upwards, 
forcing its way thro* all Oppoſition, till it has 
ſafely brought us to the Almighty Father, from 
whom it originally proceeded. 

May all Church Governours cheriſh and im- 
prove this Divine Flame in themſelves, - and 
kindle and enereaſe it in others, may they dail 
ſtir up this good Fruit of the Spirit of God, 
2 Tim. i. 6. Gal. v. 22. it will make them ſin- 
cere in their Endeavours, zealous in their De- 
votions, prudent in their Actions, and patient 
under Afflictions; firm in attempting, and faith- 
ful in executing all good Duties: It will malte 
them reſemble its own Properties and Perfe- 
ctions, and be ſober, and ſerious, and fedate, 
and ſevere; and in a Word, Lovers of God, 
and Lovers of his Flock, more than Lovers of 
themſelves. Laſtly, it will make them Tezrs 
of that Kingdom, and of thoſe Things whith 

| E 2 God 
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I 1 am alive, ſays Ignatius the pious and Biſhop» of 
Antioch, at the writing this, yet my Deſire is to die, to ſuffer Fire 
and the Croſs, wild Beaſts, breaking of Bones, the ſhattering in 
Pieces of the whole Body, and all the Torments which the Devil 
cou'd inſlict; and he ITS this Warmth of Zeal to his feryent 
Love to God and his Chriſt in theſe rapturous Words: My Love 
is crucified ; and the Fire | i.e. the ardent Affection] that is within 
me, does not need any Water; i. e. to be caſt upon it, to make it 
burn brighter] but it is lively, and ſpeaks within me, and ſays, 
Come to the Father, — I deſire the Bread of God, which is the F 
of Jeſus Chriſt : And the Drink that ] long for is his Blood, which 
is meorruptible Love. O tus les i gi, Yin dem Oy 54406 
ug fai de: Zoy 5, N ARASY, oy s en, Sew die wor Men 
, Lfves ve A muTicR. — àpler Ty 288, Sihw, J sst o 
Ind Nee, x} , Yo d atua d, 3 in djam apap], 
P. 60, 61. 296, 297, & p. 301. 470, Amſt. 1646, 
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dom of God's Son, Col. i. 13. Tul. i. 33. 
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God has prepared, aud promiſed for them that 


- love him, 1 Cor. ii. 9. Jam. 11. 5. 


IV. I proceed now, 4thly, to make ſome 
few Obſervations from the whole, and ſo to 
conclude. 

1/?, The à Church is a regular, and well- 
form'd, and viſible Society, of which Chriſt is 


the Chief b Biſhop. It is a < Fold and a 
d Flock, of which Chriſt is the © Good, and 


- f Great, and 8 Chief, h Shepherd. It is a 


i Body conſiſting of many Members, of. which 
Chriſt is the * Head. It is a Kingdom, a 
pure and a heavenly Kingdom, of which 
. Chriſt is the Supreme m King and Gover- 


A047. 
Mat. xvi. 18. ir Cor, xii. 12. 27. Eph. iv. 
b x Pet. ii. 25. 12. 16. Col. i. 24. 1 Cor. xii. 20. 
e John x. 16. & Eph. i. 22. iv. 15. v. 23 
4 Luk. xii. 32. Acts xx. 8. 29.24. Col. i. 18. | 

u Pet. v. 2, 3: John iii. 3. 5. 
e John x. 11, 14. m Mat. ii. 2. 6. vi. 13. 1 Pet. i. 
F- Heb. xiii. 20. - 111, Heb. i. 8. Lule xxiii. 23. 
8 1 Pet. v. 4. ; John i. 49. Xviii. 33, 34, 36, 

- b Mat. Xxvi. 3 1. Marł xiv. 27. | 39. Rev. i. 5. xvii. 14. xix. 16. 


_ 
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* It is called ſometimes the Kingdom, in Oppoſition and Contra- 
diſtinction to all other Kingdoms, Mat. iv. 23. viii, 12. xiii. 19, 38, 
XXiV. 14. Luk. xii. 32. 2 Cor, xv. 24. Heb. xi. 8. 

Sometimes it is called the Kingdom of Heaven; which Expreſ- 


ſoon, in the New Teſtament, ſcarce ever ſignifies any thing elſe but 


the Church, i. e. the Kingdom of Grace here. 
Sometimes it is called the Kingdom of God; which Expreſſion, 


throughout the whole New Teſtament, does always (I think ) ſigni- 


fie the Church of Chriſt here upon Earth. 
Sometimes it is called the Kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt, Rev. i. 19. 


The Kingdom of the Son of Man, Mat. xvi. 28. And the King- 


* 
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24ly, When Chriſt was pleas'd no longer vi- 
ſibly to prefide over his Church, to feed his 
Flock, to adorn and animate tlie Members of 
his Body, and to be King in his Kingdom. 
He called and conſecrated the XII, and com- 
miſſioned them to chooſe and conſecrate o- 
thers, that ſo there might always be, even 
unto the end of the World, Governours to 
overſee, and Shepherds to feed his Church and 
Flock. | | 
 3dly, Let us obſerve and adore this Inſtance 
of his Wiſdom and Goodneſs ; for if there had 
been no Care taken to continue a Succeſſion of 
Paſtors, the Sheep of the Flock might ſoon have 
been ſcattered, and have fallen an eaſy Prey to 
that ravening Wolf, who conſtantly ſeeks whom 


he may devour. 


4thly, Let us admire and applaud the infi- 
nite Love of God, in that He committed the 
Safety and Salvation of Man, not to Angels or 
-Archangels, not to Cherubim or Seraphim, but 
to the Care and Conduct of liis beſt and deareſt 


Son. 

5thly, Let us meditate upon, and be thank- 
ful for the Kindneſs and Condeſcenſion of his 
Son, in that he was pleaſed to come in Perſon 
to undertake, and to finiſh with his own Hands 
the Work which his Father had committed to 
him. | 

6thly, Let us be ſenſible of the Benefit and 


_ Uſefulneſs of Church Governours, let us 
ene reſpect 
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1 feſpe& their Perſons, and reverence their High 
and Holy Station. Let us, the inferior Officers, 


according to our moſt ſolemn Oaths, help, 


and aſſiſt them, by diligently obſerving their 
ghoſtly Admonitions, by = - dutifully obey- 
ing them, readily and chearfully 3 /abmit- 
ting our ſelves always to their Godly Fudg- 
ments. 
Let all Men confeſs, that double Honour is 
due unto them, and let it be paid them. 
7thly, Let us give God Thanks, that not- 
withſtanding the Corruption and Iniquity of the 
darker Ages, and the Neceſſity of Things, we 
are now ſo near the State and Conſtitution of 
the Primitive Church, as to have Biſhops, 
Prieſts and Deacons, ſubordinate to each other, 
inveſted with proper Privileges and Powers, for 
| the 


1 mn th as th. teat. th. -_ at. a 


od. 1 


* *Oow Batre ms cd & , br, e 7 dy goCiow, 
St. Ignatij Epiſt. ad Eph. p. 20. 40. Amft, 1646. He goes on, and 
fays, dy ty 6Hoxom dine, 3 ws auTdy F xe ⏑ 4 megs- 
eren. id. p. 21. He concludes that excellent -Epiſile with an 
earneſt Deſire to the whole Church of Epheſus, to obey the Biſhop, 
and love the Presbytery ; and ſo to live in Unity, breaking one and 
the ſame Bread, which is the Antidote againſt Death, and the 4/- 
ſurance of a happy Immortality, id. p. 29. K &x4 Sed 1 
So uoTov eidivas. 0 uud yY S %,, l de Nn ⁰ẽ. 0 
Agbes imoxire N oA ον, i Srafongp M, Ignat. Ep. 


ad Smyrneos, p. 7. 400, Amſt. 1646. 8 


Oder tre, U ovvIpiy el Ty T8 £moxoTs ναν.C St. - 
natij Epiſt. ad Epheſios; p. 19. 40. Amit, 1646. Oos 58 des 
$1010 Y Ic Xeigt, S- were Ty tmoKome ecioi/. p. 40. Ignatij Ep. 
P- 40. 1646. | | 

3 Obey them that have the rule over yon, and ſubmit your ſelves, 


Por they watch for your Souls, Heb. xiii, 17. See St. Clement, 


Sect. 57. p. 132. 8 vo. Lond, 1687, 
| 2 Cor, 
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the Edification, and not for the Deſtructia of 
the People, 2 Cor. x. 8, xlii. 10. 


But tho' we are Members of a Church, 


which, whether we conſider its plain and pri- 


mitive Doctrine, its Apoſtolical Government, or 


its pious Liturgy, has Advantages above other 
Churches ; 


g 2 
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2 Cor. ii. 9. To this end did I write, that I might know the Proof 
of you, whether ye be obedient in all things. Let us pray for all 
ſuch as fall into any trouble or diftreſs ; that being endued with hu- 
mility and moderation, they may ſubmit not unto Us, but to the 
Witt or GOD. —eis 73 dba duTts wi au, ANA N Se- 
Alcan T8 $82, Clement ad Corinth. p. 128. $20. 1687. Sect. lyi. 


I cried whilſt I was ame you, I ſpake with a loud voice, Te . 


EmoxdTy megot arts N Tu ageoCumeclp, Y qu s. Now 
ſome ſuppoſe that I ſpake this as foreſeeing the Diuiſion that .ſbou'd 
came among you. But he is my Witneſs, for whoſe ſake I am in 
Bonds, that I knew nothing from any Man; but the Spirit ſpaks, 
ſeying, on this wiſe, To 3 EH Wipuogey Agar mids, Koet 
Ts N und'iy mucire. St. 1gnatii Epiſt. ad Philadelph, p. 40. 
0, 1646. 
Ch. 3» 76 nud Warriors ds Inos 7 cal vst g 
s gr Av Ygwmvoy Carles, A xgrd Ing u Nets. Ig. Ep. ad 
Trall. c. ii. Nee TW 6Ho%0Tw d ,, os Inos Ketsds 
md zulei. Kal rd mps7Cu|eety ws mils amrogtnole, Tuc I - 
vs Aim, Ws Se eile Mndeis pls ad im N 
ew F dvnxavigy tis chπεν,]uyv. "OTs &4v i 5 
Sonor ©, Wei d e- ww. Qame d av » Reds Inovs, 
bx? i ng rae? SunAndta, Ignatii Epiſt. ad Smyrnæos, p. 6. 470. 
1646 me d& wes diw Ts mT9% 5d'gy emingy i H- 
@v, «Ts di Laue, d d amecthev, £ws e es vv Y 
z men Y 7 mpeoCuliper wndev gare Je. N 33. E. Ep. ad 
Magneſi. *Owels imoxame % ageoCulehs N du,mñqAuꝛ megane? n. 
s7& Se,, iv Th g,ẽꝰee. Ic. Ep. ad Trall. p. 50. 16 
z ma e904 gle, In x; © Oed d. *Avrinuyy to 
a , To Sen b, myeabuTtens, Jianives, x, wil 
av]av wo T9 d Werollo giv oy 985, St. Ignatii Ep. ad Po- 
lycarp. p. 14. i 8 
That being ſub ect to your Biſhop, and his Presbytery, ye may be 
wholly and throughly ſantlijied. va. imTaa? ou Ty £moK TH, 
Aeg, x7! nave , VHacuſu, 1znath Ep. ad Ephel. 
P. 18. 
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Churches; yet let us not ſo far overvalue our 
ſelves upon theſe Privileges, as to deſpiſe, and. 
ſlight our Proteſtant Brethren; rather let us be 
humble to God, and kind, and civil, and cur- 
teous, and ſociable to them ; let us endeavour 
at a Union of Proteſtants, and, if it is poſſible, 
of all other Chriſtians ; and let us pray to God 
to aſſiſt us in this good Endeavour, that ſo ac- 
cording to the Deſign and Deſire of our great 
Lord and Maſter, all the Members of the Uni- 
verſal Church may be wade perfect in one, 
John xvii. 23. Gal. iii. 28. Eph. i. 10. iv. 4. 
and be not only all haptiz'd into one Body, 
1 Cor. x. 7. X11. 13. Eph. iv. 4. but all con- 
tinue of ove Mind, Rom. xii. 16. xv. 6. 
2 Cor. xiii. 11. Phil. i. 27. having one Faith, | 
Eph. iv. 5. one Love, Phil. ii. 2. one Hope, | 
Eph. iv. 4. oe God the Father, and one Lord | © 
efus Chriſt, 1 Cor. viii. 6. one Fold, and one 
Shepherd, John x. 16. 
And ſince there is ſo neceſſary a Connexion 
between the Happineſs of all Governours, and 
the Welfare of the People committed to their 
Care; let us pray for our Biſhops in private, as 
well as in publick, that God wou'd pleaſe to 
bleſs, preſerve, and proſper their Perſons, and 
perpetuate their holy and uſeful Order amongſt 


— ——_— 
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| * The Members of the Jewiſh Church were all baptized unto 
| Moſes, in the Cloud, and in the Sea; and did all eat the ſame 
1 ſpiritual Meat, and did all drink the ſame ſpiritual Drink, 1 Cor. x. 
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It is our Intereſt as well as Duty ſo to do; 
for by ſuch Acts of Piety and Gratitude to 
God, and ſuch Inſtances of Love and Obedi- 
ence to the Biſhops and chief Sheplierds of his 
Flock, we are woſt likely to preſerve the 
Church from all Hereſie, and to continue it in 
the Peace and Fear of God, and thereby to en- 
gage the Divine Protection. i 
e never certainly ſtood in more need of it; 
We have heard the Sorrows, and Sufferings of 
a neighbouring Nation, and every Days fad 
experience convinces us how ſeverely we feel 
one part of them; God preſerve us from the 
other, and the worſe. | 
Our Sins have render'd us ripe for Judgment, 
but his Mercy rejoices and triumphs over all 
his Works. 
May the deſtroying Angel come no nearer to 
us; it has pleaſed God hitherto to preſerve us, 
May He continue ſo to do; May he ſpare his 
Prince and his People; He has hitherto deli- 
vered us, May He ſtill deliver us in Whom 


alone we truſt. 
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Hundred Copies are ſubſcrib d for, 


3 HOL v BIBLE, containing the Od 9 


and New Teſtament; Tranſlated into En- 
gliſh, with Arguments to each Book. and Com- 
ments upon the Text, By 7obn. Wickliffe, our 
Firſt e in the Time of King Edward the 
Third. And now Publiſhed, with a compleat 
Hiſtory of all the Actions, and Doctrines and 
Sufferings of the Author: By Jobn Ruſſell, M. A. 
Fellow of Merton College in Oxford, and Pre- 
ary of the Cathedral Church of, lerer 
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